
 ndiana’s forests are a valuable natural   
 resource, providing beauty, habitats  
 that support all forms of life, and forest 
products that improve our lives. The 
Indiana Association of Consulting Foresters 
is an organization of professional foresters 
working directly with woodland owners 
and Indiana’s wood-using industries to 
manage woodlands and harvest trees in a 
manner that sustains and strengthens our 
state’s beautiful forests. Our members help 
landowners by:
• establishing and protecting their family’s 

forest legacy.
• supporting their land’s habitat for 

wildlife and recreation.
• enhancing the value of their property.
• producing sustainable and renewable 

timber harvests.
• increasing the value of their timber.

Forest Management Planning 
ACF foresters develop plans focused 

on a landowner’s objectives, from 
simple harvest plans to comprehensive 
approaches that address multiple uses 
for woodland. Foresters can perform 
inspections to check on theft, insect and 
disease outbreaks, and storm damage; 
mark timber for harvest; schedule, arrange, 
and assist with timber sales; and monitor 
logging.

Forest Inventories 
and Appraisals 

A timber inventory details factors 
such as total merchantable volume by 
diameter, by grade, and by species; current 
recommended harvest volumes; annual 
growth and yield; and woodland stocking 
levels. Owners can use the inventory for 
management planning, decision-making, and 
for appraisals assigning an estimated fair 
market value to standing timber.

Timber Sale Administration 
ACF foresters will conduct a 

competitive sale to capture timber’s fair 
market value and offer advice on the 
contract and payment schedules. Many 
foresters work with landowners and their 
accountants to obtain the most beneficial 
income tax treatments of sales.

Timber Stand Improvement 
ACF foresters recommend and help 

implement vegetation management and 
activities that will enhance the long-term 
viability of the timber.  This increases 
timber values and productivity.

Tree Planting 
ACF foresters develop plans and plant 

seedlings to convert agricultural land 

to forest cover for timber production, 
erosion control, and wildlife habitat, or to 
fill forest openings where nature has failed 
to regenerate growth. 

Invasive Species 
Management

Non-native species of trees and other 
plants can quickly become dominant, 
driving out more beneficial species. ACF 
foresters identify and control invasive 
species so native trees and plants can 
flourish.

Controlled Burns
ACF foresters use carefully planned 

and controlled burns to regenerate the 
forest floor and consume dead and dying 
vegetation. The result of a controlled burn 
is a healthier, more beautiful forest.

Other Services 
Among the many other services 

provided by some consulting foresters 
are Christmas tree, recreation, or wildlife 
management; financial and investment 
analysis of woodlands; estate planning; 
surveying; boundary line maintenance; and 
expert witness services for litigation.
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Our association is a state chapter of 
the Association of Consulting Foresters, 
(ACF) a national organization advancing 
the professionalism, ethics, and interests 
of professional foresters with strict 
membership standards and ethical 
practices. If you see the ACF logo after a 
foresters name you know you are working 
with a true forestry professional.

If you’re a professional consulting 
forester, membership in our organization 
will support you, your business, and the 
acres you manage. Our chapter and 
national meetings provide opportunities to 
continue learning from industry experts. 
Topics are as timely as the impact of 
environmental regulation, taxation, forest 
policy, legislation, business management, 
ownership succession and support for 
ACF principles. Visit our website for more 
information about membership.
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Visit us at:
www.indiana-acf.org  
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Who are Indiana’s 
ACF Foresters?

ACF foresters are independent 
professionals who serve landowners 
by managing their forests and ethically 
marketing forest products on their behalf. 
Members of our association work directly 
with woodland owners and Indiana’s 
wood-using industries to harvest trees in a 
manner that sustains and strengthens our 
state’s beautiful forests, providing services 
that include: 
• Consulting 
• Timber sales administration 
• Timber inventories and appraisals 
• Forest management plans 
• Timber stand improvement 
• Tree planting 
• Invasive species management
• Controlled burning
• Other services 

Consulting foresters who belong to our 
association must:
• be a professional forester specializing 

in forestry consulting for the general 
public.

• have earned at least a Bachelor’s 
degree with a major in forestry from an 
approved college or university.

• have practiced professionally for at least 
five years.

• successfully complete specific continuing 
education programs and continue to 
obtain credits.

• comply with the ACF’s professional and 
ethical standards.

Members cannot buy timber and must 
always work in the landowner’s best 
interests.


